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that can be made, we will make them. If cir-
cumstances change, we will adjust. Honor-
able people have different views, and they
will voice their criticisms. It is fair to hold
our views up to scrutiny. And all involved
have a responsibility to explain how the path
they propose would be more likely to suc-
ceed.

Acting on the good advice of Senator Joe
Lieberman and other key Members of Con-
gress, we will form a new, bipartisan working
group that will help us come together across
party lines to win the war on terror. This
group will meet regularly with me and my
administration; it will help strengthen our re-
lationship with Congress. We can begin by
working together to increase the size of the
active Army and Marine Corps, so that Amer-
ica has the Armed Forces we need for the
21st century. We also need to examine ways
to mobilize talented American civilians to de-
ploy overseas, where they can help build
democratic institutions in communities and
nations recovering from war and tyranny.

In these dangerous times, the United
States is blessed to have extraordinary and
selfless men and women willing to step for-
ward and defend us. These young Americans
understand that our cause in Iraq is noble
and necessary and that the advance of free-
dom is the calling of our time. They serve
far from their families, who make the quiet
sacrifices of lonely holidays and empty chairs
at the dinner table. They have watched their
comrades give their lives to ensure our lib-
erty. We mourn the loss of every fallen
American, and we owe it to them to build
a future worthy of their sacrifice.

Fellow citizens, the year ahead will de-
mand more patience, sacrifice, and resolve.
It can be tempting to think that America can
put aside the burdens of freedom. Yet times
of testing reveal the character of a nation,
and throughout our history, Americans have
always defied the pessimists and seen our
faith in freedom redeemed. Now America is
engaged in a new struggle that will set the
course for a new century. We can and we
will prevail.

We go forward with trust that the Author
of Liberty will guide us through these trying
hours. Thank you and good night.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:01 p.m. in the
Library at the White House. In his address, he
referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released
a Spanish language transcript of this address.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Funding for the
Department of Homeland Security
January 10, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed request for the Department of Home-
land Security. The request is needed to lig-
uidate prior-year obligations for contracts
and grants made by the Transportation Secu-
rity Administration. The request is fully offset
by transferring unobligated balances and
would not increase spending or the deficit.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget. I
concur with his comments and observations.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on January 11.

Remarks on Presenting
Posthumously the Congressional
Medal of Honor to Corporal
Jason Dunham

January 11, 2007

Welcome to the White House. The Medal
of Honor is the highest award for valor a
President can bestow. The medal is given for
gallantry in the face of an enemy attack that
is above and beyond the call of duty. The
medal is part of a cherished American tradi-
tion that began in this house with the signa-
ture of President Abraham Lincoln.

Since World War II, more than half of
those who have been awarded the Medal of
Honor have lost their lives in the action that
earned it. Corporal Jason Dunham belongs
to this select group. On a dusty road in west-
ern Iraq, Corporal Dunham gave his own life
so that the men under his command might



